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to the public. Jamnalalji has been endeavouring to have this
temple available to the so-called untouchables also, as he has been
trying with great success to have wells in Wardha made accessible
to them and generally to procure for them all the facilities available
to the other classes. He had difficulty with the trustees in bring-
ing them round to his view that this select temple should be
thrown open to those whom blind orthodoxy has suppressed. Suc-
cess has at last attended his effort. On the 17th instant the trustees
unanimously passed the following resolution:
Whereas the question of admitting the so-called untouchables inside
the temple of Shri Lakshminarayana has been before the Committee on
several occasions and they have been unable to come to a firm decision
till now; and whereas the most representative body in India, namely,
the Congress has insisted upon the removal of untouchability and whereas
the Hindu Mahasabha has considered it necessary and just that all public
temples should be made accessible to the so-called untouchables; and
whereas the well-known leaders of public opinion in India have expressed
the same opinion, the trustees hereby resolve, regard being had to the
foregoing facts and after full consideration of the religious and the social
condition of the country, that the above-named temple dedicated to Shri
Lakshminarayana in Wardha be declared open to the 'untouchables' and
that the managing trustee, Sheth Jamnalal Bajaj, be authorized to enforce
this resolution in such manner as may appear to him to be best,
Accordingly a printed notice was widely circulated in
Wardha that from the 19th instant, that is, two days after the reso-
lution, the temple would be declared open for the 'untouchables'.
It is stated that although there was no organized effort made
beyond circulating the foregoing notice, nearly 1,200 men and
women and children including 'untouchables' visited the tem-
ple without the slightest untoward incident having occurred.
It is most significant that in an important centre like Wardha a
celebrated temple could be flung open for the 'untouchables'
without orthodoxy raising its voice of protest or some people in the
name of sanatana dharma creating a disturbance at the time
of 'untouchables' trying to cross the sacred and hitherto for-
bidden threshold of a Hindu shrine* It is a striking demonstration
of the tremendous headway that the movement against un-
touchability has made. It shows too what quiet determination
and persistence can do to create healthy public opinion in favour
of a genuine movement for reform. I congratulate Sheth Jamna-
lalji and his fellow-trustees on the bold step that they have
taken and hope that this example will be followed all over India.